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Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
College of Business Administration
College of Education
 Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 
Information Technology
College of Health and Human Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
College of Science and Mathematics
READERS
THE PLATFORM PARTY
JAMES M. LOBUE, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  Chemistry and Biochemistry
DEBORAH M. THOMAS, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Undergraduate Teacher 
 Education, College of Education and Associate Professor, Teaching and Learning
EDDIE METREJEAN, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Accountancy
L. DWIGHT SNEATHEN, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Accountancy
MISSY BENNETT, Ed.D., Professor, Teaching and Learning
ANTONIO PARTIDA GUTIERREZ DE BLUME, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, 
 Curriculum, Foundations and Reading
ANDREW A. ALLEN,  Ph.D.,  Assistant  Professor,  Computer Sciences
CHRISTOPHER A. KADLEC, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Information Technology
LI LI, Ph.D., Professor, Health and Kinesiology
MARIAN M. TABI, Ph.D., Professor, Nursing
P. CARY CHRISTIAN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Public Administration
OLIVIA CARR EDENFIELD, Ph.D., Professor, Literature and Philosophy
JAMES H. STEPHENS, D.H.A., Associate Professor, Health Policy and Management
KELLY SULLIVAN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Epidemiology
MAXIM E. DURACH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Physics
STEPHEN P. VIVES, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Biology
DANIEL R. CZECH, Ph.D., Professor, Health and Kinesiology 
LANCE D. MCBRAYER, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Science and Mathematics 
and Professor, Biology
D. JASON SLONE, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social 
 Sciences and Professor, Literature and Philosophy
BRENT D. WOLFE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Ecology
JAIMIE HEBERT, Ph.D., President
RONNY JUST, B.S., Governmental Relations Manager, Govermental and Regulatory 
Affairs, Georgia Power
JEAN  E.  BARTELS,  Ph.D.,  Provost  and  Vice  President  for  Academic Affairs  
TERESA E. THOMPSON, Ph.D., Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management
ROBERT  L.  WHITAKER,  M.B.A.,  Vice  President  for  Business  and  Finance
TRIP C. ADDISON, M.B.A., Vice President for  University  Advancement and 
External  Affairs
DIANA CONE, Ph.D., Vice Provost, Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
3GRADUATE CEREMONY
* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE 
EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.  
We would like to thank the ROTC Cadets and other Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM
*PROCESSIONAL
   
MACEBEARER





RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY 
AND FACULTY AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES
RECOGNITION OF AVERITT AWARDS
*ALMA MATER
**RECESSIONAL
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
CONTINUED ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, College of Business Administration
THOMAS R. KOBALLA, JR., Ph.D., Dean, College of Education
MOHAMMAD DAVOUD, Ph.D., Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 
Information Technology
A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, College of Health and Human Sciences
W. BEDE MITCHELL, Ed.D., Dean, Henderson Library and University Librarian 
CURTIS E. RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
GREGORY EVANS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
MARTHA L. ABELL, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
RICHARD M. FLYNN, Ph.D., Moderator, Faculty Senate
VELMA S. BURDEN, Ed.D., Registrar
DAVID DYLAN JOHN, B.S., President, Student Government Association and 
Graduate Student, Master, Applied Engineering
Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op. 39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: KARLA JAN ROCKER, D.M., Academic Services Professional and 
Adjunct Instructor, Music










DANIELA MURRIETA COLORADO, Graduating Masters Student, Master of 
Music, Performance 
Wedding day at Troldhaugen by Grieg
Performed by: KARLA JAN ROCKER, D.M., Academic Services Professional and 
Adjunct Instructor, Music
4GRADUATE CEREMONY




 B.A.S., Troy State University, 1999
 M.Ed., University of West Florida, 2002
 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2015
 Dissertation:  Coming of Age in the Streets That Prey: 
Cautionary Tales from Within the Intersection of Fatal 
Violence Perpetration and “The Hustle”, “The Life”, and 
“The Hood” in the Lived Experiences of At-Risk Street-
Involved Urban Black Female Youth




 B.A., Augusta State University, 1987
 M.Ed., Columbia College, 2005
 Dissertation: The Pharmakon of Educational Reform




 B.S.Ed., Valdosta State University, 2002
 M.Ed., Valdosta State University, 2004
 Dissertation:  Single Sex Education




 B.A., Augusta State University, 1985
 M.S., University of Georgia, 1994
 Ed.S., University of Georgia, 1995
 Dissertation:  Teach us to Teach You: Experiences of 
Black Males in Urban High Schools in Georgia




 B.A., Univeristy of Georgia, 1999
 B.A., University of Georgia, 2000
 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2004
 M.A.T., Georgia Southern University, 2007
 Dissertation:  Meeting the Challenges of 21st Century 
Education: Neoliberalism, Vocational Education, and 
Critical Media Literacy




 B.S., Georgia Southern University, 2006
 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2008
 Dissertation:  Media Impact: Misfits in the Media




 B.S., Lee University, 2002
 M.A., Piedmont College, 2008
 Dissertation:  After Demystification: Evangelical 
Hegemony and a Hidden Reading Curriculum
 Major Professor:  John Weaver, Ph.D.
Dcotor of Education 
Curriculum Studeies
Gerald Wesley Rogers
 B.S., Georgia Southern University, 1995
 M.S., Georgia Southern Universtiy, 1997
 Dissertation:  I Am Not Good at Math: Mathematical 
Illiteracy and Innumeracy in the United States





 B.S., Morris Brown College, 1992
 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2002
 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2009
 Dissertation:  Principals’ Perception Of Their Impact On 
School Reform In South Georgia




 B.S., Georgia Southern University, 1990
 M.A., Georgia Southern University, 1997
 M.A., Georgia Southern University, 1999
 Ed.S.,  Georgia Southern University, 2005
 Dissertation:  The Cultivation of Fostering a College 
Student and the Goal of Producing a College Graduate 
using Retention, Progression, and Graduation (RPG) 
Initiatives: A University Systems’ Approach to Complete 
College





 B.S.Ed., The College of The Bahamas, 2003
 M.A., Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2008
 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2013
 Dissertation:  Bahamian Elementary School Principals’ 
and Teachers’ Perceptions of Inclusive Education




 B.S., The College at Brockport State University of New 
York, 2005
 M.Ed., University at Buffalo State University of New 
York, 2008
 Dissertation:  An Analysis of Campus Civility: Best 
Practices from Student Affairs Professionals
 Major Professor:  Teri Melton, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Kiswendsida Aida Madine L. Sawadogo
 B.B.A., Higher Institute of Management, 2008
 M.P.H., Georgia Southern University, 2012
 Dissertation:  Universal Coverage in Developing 
Countries: A Summative Evaluation of Maternal Policies 
in Ghana and Burkina Faso
 Major Professor:  Bettye Apenteng, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Fadzai Moreblessing Punungwe
 B.S., University of Tennessee, 2007
 M.P.H., University of Tennessee, 2012
 Dissertation:  Double Burden of Overweight and/or 
Obesity and Anemia in Zimbabwean Women
 Major Professor:  Joanne Chopak-Foss, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Jarrett Ainsworth Johnson
 B.A., State University of New York College at Buffalo, 
2006
 M.H.S.A., D’Youville College, 2010
 Dissertation:  How Survivors Describe Their Prostate 
Cancer Disease Experience: A Multidimensional View 
Using Leventhal’s Common Sense Model (CSM) of Illness 
Representation
 Major Professor:  Levi Ross, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Jessica Christine Pittman Arrazola
 B.S., Creighton University, 2011
 M.P.H., Emory University, 2013
 Dissertation:  Exploring Job Satisfaction and 
Preceptorship Capacity Among Applied Epidemiologists
 Major Professor:  Gulzar Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
LaTisha Dione Oliver
 B.A., Temple University, 2009
 M.A., Georgia State University, 2011
 Dissertation:  Disparities in Cervical Cancer Prevalence 
Among Women in the Southern United States
 Major Professor:  Gulzar Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Linda I. Ekperi
 B.A., Emory University, 2002
 M.P.H., Georgia Southern University, 2011
 Dissertation:  Disaster Risk Assessment Of Emergency 
Preparedness In Georgia’s Public Health Districts Using 
The Great Hazard Vulnerability Evaluation Tool
 Major Professor:  James Stephens, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health
Hilda Pamela Pagano
 B.S., St. Mary’s University, 2005
 M.P.H., Texas A&M University, 2007
 Dissertation:  Healthcare Provider Practices Around 
Emergency Contraception: An Analysis of a Nationwide 
Survey
 Major Professor:  James Stephens, Ph.D.
 




















































Rebecca Bass Van Pelt
Jennifer Renew Watkins
Charles Gwynne Wilson, Jr.
Alexis Monet Woodford



























Jay Perry Motley, Jr.
Makaila Morgan Mueller
Matthew Ryan Orr
David E. Ramos Santos
Colin Brent Reid
































































































Andrea Willson    
  







John E. Bodin III









Thomas Richard Crawford III
















Ronald Anthony Henderson II




































































Jeffrey Wayne Brothers, Jr.









































































































D. Lee McFatridge II









































Master of Public Administration
Jennifer Claycombe 
Shareen Amarka Ikeiobi Clement 
Paul Alexander Floyd 
Clinton Max Holloway III 
Macey Chandler Kilgore 
Skye A. Mainer 
Kortnie Teresa Maxoutopoulis 
Murray Tildon Ricketson 
Kimberly Thomas 
Jakyn Jennings Tyson 
Michael Ethan Wedincamp


































Nicholas Alexander Williams 



























William Francis Casey IV
Emily Cisternino





















James Augustus Hagans II
Allison Hamilton



























Claire Ann Drake McDonough
Benjamin Price McPherson 
Christopher R. Merritt
Brian J. Mizeski
Paula Minor Hicks Mooradian























































Master of Healthcare Administration
Kiana Endreca Anderson 
Suhaniya Aumbhagavan 
Solomon Alexander Crawford 
Nana-Khadijat Osman Dawda 
Solimar Frias 
Gabrielle Yvonne Glenn 
Jana Y. Hill 
Rebecca L. King 
Stephen Sloan Maner 
Sandra Nichole Mills 
Marcus Antonio Nesbitt 
Shane Terrell Reed 
Joseph Byron Todd 







































































































Master of Science in Applied
Physical Sciences













Dr. Jean E. Bartels, Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Professor of Nursing, is retiring June 30, 2017. Dr. 
Bartels earned her Diploma in Nursing (1970) from Columbia 
Hospital School of Nursing, B.S.N. (1981) from Alverno College, 
M.S.N. (1983) from Marquette University, and Ph.D. in Nursing 
(1990) from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Dr. Bartels 
began her academic career at Alverno College (Wisconsin), 
where she served as an instructor, assistant professor, associate 
professor, and professor of Nursing, culminating in service as the 
chair/dean of the Division of Nursing before coming to Georgia 
Southern University in 1999. At the time of her retirement, she 
will have provided 18 years of distinguished service to Georgia 
Southern University. During her tenure, she served as a professor 
of Nursing, chair of the School of Nursing (1999-2010), dean 
of the College of Health and Human Sciences (2010-2012), and 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs (2012-2015, 
2016-2017), also serving as the first woman Interim President 
(2015-2016) of Georgia Southern. During her career, Dr. 
Bartels practiced as a staff nurse in the Intensive Care Unit at 
Columbia Hospital in Milwaukee. Her practice, research, and 
publications focused on community-based nursing practice and 
education and the health care needs of individuals with chronic 
illnesses. She has consulted and presented to state, national, and 
international professional audiences on issues related to nursing 
education, ability based/outcome focused education, assessment 
processes, and accreditation in higher education. Additionally, Dr. 
Bartels provided testimony to the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Education and the Workforce regarding solutions 
for dealing with current and projected shortages of nurses and 
nurse educators, and was one of 30 international experts in nursing 
education at the World Health Organization Summit to create the 
International Standards for Basic Nursing Education and Nurse 
Midwifery. Her service to the profession includes serving as the 
president of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
from 2004-2006 and sitting on the AACN Board of Directors from 
1999 to 2006, for which she was awarded honorary membership in 
2012. Dr. Bartels was a member of the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE) Steering Committee that created the 
CCNE accrediting body for professional nursing. She served as 
president of the Ogeechee Area Hospice, Inc. Board of Directors. 
She is a member of the American Nurses Association, Sigma Theta 
Tau International Honor Society for Nursing, and Phi Kappa Phi. 
She has been recognized for her service, receiving the American 
Association of Colleges of Nursing 2009 Sr. Bernadette Armiger 
Award in recognition of her significant contributions to nursing 
education and the advancement of the profession. She also 
received Distinguished Alumni Awards from the University of 
Wisconsin—Milwaukee, Marquette University, Alverno College, 
and Columbia Hospital School of Nursing. In recognition of 
her meritorious contributions and service to the school, college, 
University, profession, and community, Dr. Jean E. Bartels is 
awarded the title of Professor of Nursing Emerita and Provost and 
Vice President Emerita for Academic Affairs.
Dr. Mary “Missy” Bennett, Professor of Science Education, is 
retiring July 31, 2017, after 20 years of dedicated service to Georgia 
Southern University. Dr. Bennett is a Quadruple Eagle, having 
earned her B.S. in Biology (1979), her M.Ed. in Science Education 
(1985), her Ed.S. in Science Education (1990), and her Ed.D. in 
Curriculum Studies (2001) at Georgia Southern. After a 14 year 
career as a high school science teacher (the last 12 of which were at 
Statesboro High School), Dr. Bennett joined the faculty at Georgia 
Southern in 1997 as an Instructor and Resident Clinical Associate. 
Over the next 20 years she became an integral contributor to the 
success of the College of Education in a variety of roles, from 
Field Placement Coordinator in her very early years to Program 
Director for the M.A.T. in Middle Grades and Secondary Education 
from 2002 through 2016. As a member of the faculty, Dr. Bennett 
was consistently praised by students as one of the Department of 
Teaching and Learning’s most effective instructors. Students in the 
Secondary and Middle Grades M.A.T. program acknowledged and 
appreciated her flexibility, availability, helpfulness, timeliness, and 
organization. In addition to demonstrating, and following through 
on, the supportive approach to teaching that is the hallmark of an 
effective educator, Dr. Bennett also took to heart her obligations 
toward active participation in program revisions to ensure that 
Georgia Southern graduates are the best prepared in the state. 
Beyond Georgia Southern itself, Dr. Bennett played a significant 
role in providing professional development for educators already 
employed in P-12 settings in Georgia. The federal Teacher Quality 
Grants she spearheaded for multiple years and the summer 
programs she orchestrated for teachers have done much to help 
sustain the quality of science education across Georgia. On top 
of those endeavors, the, as she likes to call it, “windshield time” 
she put in establishing relationships with dozens of P-12 school 
districts has enhanced this institution’s reputation for cross-
institutional collaboration. Dr. Bennett comes from a True Blue 
family with lengthy associations with Georgia Southern, beginning 
with her grandmother’s brother who earned his degree from the 
First District Agricultural and Mechanical School and her father’s 
sister who earned her degree from South Georgia Teacher’s College 
in the early 1930s. Such history and commitment to our institution 
will be sorely missed, but Dr. Bennett surely has earned her title of 
Emerita Professor of Science Education.
Dr. Patricia B. Humphrey, Professor of Statistics, will retire May 
31, 2017. Dr. Humphrey earned her B.A. in Mathematics from 
Fort Lewis College (1977), M.A. in Applied Statistics from the 
University of New Mexico (1978), and her Ph.D. in Statistics from 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks (1995). She held teaching 
positions at the University of New Mexico and University of Alaska 
Fairbanks as well as in industry before joining Georgia Southern 
University in 1997. She began as an Assistant Professor in 1997, 
was promoted to Associate Professor in 2005, and to Professor in 
2015. Her teaching and work with students outside the classroom 
earned her the College of Science and Technology Excellence in 
Teaching Award in 2006 and the Georgia Southern University 
Award for Excellence in Contributions to Instruction in 2007. Dr. 
Humphrey published articles and conference proceedings and gave 
over 50 talks throughout her Georgia Southern career.  She authored 
35 books of ancillary materials for 20 different textbooks and 
contributed to numerous web publications and accuracy checkers. 
Dr. Humphrey’s committee service at the University System of 
Georgia, Georgia Southern University, College, and Department 
levels was impressive. Her service as a search chair for 16 different 
department searches was especially noteworthy.  Also of special 
note were her two terms as Faculty Senate Moderator and three 
terms on the Senate Executive Committee. Perhaps Dr. Humphrey’s 
most notable service was, and continues to be, to her profession. 
She currently serves on the Editorial Board for a journal as well 
as the Section Chair for the Mathematical Association of America 
(MAA) Southeastern Section.  She has also served on five other 
MAA Section committees. Dr. Humphrey has served the MAA 
at the national level on two committees and as Chair of the MAA 
Special Interest Group on Statistics Education. Dr. Humphrey has 
also been active in the American Statistical Association (ASA) on 
four different national-level committees. Dr. Humphrey’s exemplary 
record of service earned her the College of Science and Technology 
Award for Excellence in Service in 2011 and the Georgia Southern 
University Award for Excellence in Service in 2012. For her many 
contributions to the department, college, University, and profession, 
Dr. Patricia Humphrey has earned the title of Professor Emerita of 
Statistics.
EMERITUS FACULTY
President Hebert has recommended to the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia that the following 
faculty members be granted emeritus status upon retirement:
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Dr. Denson Kelly McLain, Professor of Biology, is retiring May 31, 
2017. Dr. McLain received his B.S. degree summa cum laude from 
Texas A&M University in 1976, his M.S. from the University of 
Florida in 1978, and his Ph.D.  from Emory University in 1982. He 
conducted postdoctoral research at Emory University, the University 
of Notre Dame, and the Centers for Disease Control. Dr. McLain 
taught 20 different courses and mentored many undergraduate and 
graduate research students. An internationally renown scientist, he 
has published 81 peer-reviewed publications, 4 audio-textbooks, 
received over $929,000 in external funding, and presented at 
numerous invited symposium presentations. His primary research 
focus is the impact of the environment on mate choice and sexual 
selection. He has long term data sets (>30 years) on two insect 
systems—soldier beetles and seed bugs. Along with collaborator 
Dr. Ann E. Pratt, he is also known for research on the behavioral 
ecology of fiddler crabs from Florida to Cape Cod to the Caribbean. 
They have been particularly interested in factors that favor smaller 
or larger claws since the mass of the claw can be 60% of that of the 
body. Dr. McLain was recognized with the Georgia Southern Award 
for Excellence in Research and/or Scholarly Activity in 1992. Dr. 
McLain is also a talented artist, and he has donated paintings for 
display in the Biological Sciences Building. For all his meritorious 
contributions and service—too numerous to enumerate here, Dr. D. 
Kelly McLain deserves the title of Professor Emeritus of Biology.
Dr. Lawrence D. Stalcup, Associate Professor of Hospitality 
Management, is retiring May 31, 2017. Dr. Stalcup earned his B.S. 
and Master of Professional Studies degrees from Cornell University 
in 1977 and 1980, respectively. He received his Ph.D. from Purdue 
University in 1997. From 1985 to 1987, he served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Limon, Costa Rica, working with the Costa Rican 
Ministry of Planning on the development and promotion of tourism 
on the Caribbean coast. His industry experience also included 
serving as Director of the Employee Referral Service for the Williams 
Hospitality Management Corporation in San Juan, Puerto Rico—
operating a recruitment service for two four diamond hotels and 
casinos employing more than 2000 employees. He officially joined 
the ranks of faculty at Georgia Southern in 1997 as an assistant 
professor, having served as a visiting instructor in 1994-95. He 
was promoted to associate professor in 2003. During his tenure, he 
taught hospitality courses as well as undergraduate business courses 
in human resources management and general management. His 
research interests center on hospitality human resources and hotel 
operations, and he was awarded the 2002 Journal of Hospitality and 
Tourism Research article of the year. Dr. Stalcup was instrumental 
in the development and management of the Culinary Institute at 
Georgia Southern University from 2002 through 2012. This Institute 
was a Georgia Department of Education funded summer program 
that provided training for over 400 school nutrition program 
managers. In 2012, he was awarded a Fulbright Specialist grant to 
work at Payap University in Chiang Mai, Thailand. For his many 
contributions to the department, college, University, and profession, 
Dr. Lawrence D. Stalcup merits the title Associate Professor Emeritus 
of Hospitality Management.
Ms. Beverly Strauser, Instructor of Education, retired December 
31, 2016, after 16 years of dedicated service to Georgia Southern 
University. Ms. Strauser earned her B.S. in Liberal Studies from 
the State University of New York at Albany in 1985 and her M.S. in 
Early Childhood Education from the State University of New York 
at Fredonia in 1990. After serving for eight years as an adjunct in-
structor in early childhood education at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University, Ms. Strauser joined the faculty at Georgia Southern in 
2000 and held a unique position in the College of Education as a 
mentor of teacher candidates as they honed their skills in area class-
rooms. No faculty member in the Department of Teaching and 
Learning has mentored more of these aspiring professionals than Ms. 
Strauser, and those education candidates have consistently shared 
their appreciation of her efforts on their behalf. Their appraisals of 
her work invariably included statements such as, “She challenged me 
to be the best I can be” and “She helped me grow a lot as a teacher.” 
Beyond working with teacher candidates—or perhaps because of her 
work with teacher candidates—Ms. Strauser also helped the College 
of Education establish solid working relationships with a wide range 
of area schools, and her positive relationships with school and dis-
trict officials helped Georgia Southern faculty negotiate the some-
times difficult discussions that need to take place across the P-20 
educational continuum. Beverly Strauser retired at the end of the fall 
2016 semester and her absence has already created a few challenges 
for the Department of Teaching and Learning as we identify individ-
uals capable of bringing to the mentoring of teacher candidates the 
kind of support Ms. Strauser provided them for so many years. Her 
commitment to teacher candidates, to the mission of the College of 
Education and the Department of Teaching and Learning, and to 
enhancing education across the state of Georgia have earned for her 
the title of Instructor Emerita of Education. 
Dr. Kathy Thornton, Associate Professor of Nursing, is retiring 
July 31, 2017. Dr. Thornton earned her A.D.N. (1978) from Barton 
County Community College and her B.S.N. (1982) from Fort Hays 
State University. She received both her Master of Nursing (1988) 
and Ph.D. in Nursing (2000) from the University of Kansas. At the 
time of her retirement, she will have provided over 16 years of dis-
tinguished service to Georgia Southern University and over 33 years 
to the academy overall. Dr. Thornton joined the faculty at Georgia 
Southern University as an assistant professor in 2001 and was pro-
moted to associate professor in 2007. For the past six years, she 
served as program director of the fully online RN-BSN program. 
Her nursing expertise includes pediatric and perioperative nursing, 
and her research foci have included: effects of exercise metabolism 
and eating behaviors on weight loss; health risk for college students 
and for the university workforce (faculty and staff); and the impact 
of opioid use for chronic pain management. Dr. Thornton has dem-
onstrated her scholarly activity through peer reviewed publications 
and regional and national presentations, and as a leader or par-
ticipant in several research grants. She also served as a mentor and 
committee chair for numerous master’s level research projects and 
doctoral level clinical scholarly projects. Dr. Thornton has a strong 
record of service to the University, receiving the College of Health 
and Human Sciences Excellence in Service Award twice. She also 
received the College of Health and Human Sciences Excellence in 
Teaching Award. For all of her distinguished contributions to the 
school, college, University, and profession—too numerous to enu-
merate here, Dr. Kathy Thornton deserves the title of Associate 
Professor Emerita of Nursing.
Dr. Susan Rebstock Williams, Professor and Chair of Information 
Technology, is retiring June 30, 2017. Dr. Williams received her 
B.S. (Mathematics, 1975) and M.B.A. (1985) from Missouri State 
University. She earned her Ph.D. in Business Administration, 
Information Systems, from Oklahoma State University (1995). 
At the time of her retirement, Dr. Williams will have provided 
Georgia Southern University with 23 years of distinguished ser-
vice. Joining the faculty at Georgia Southern in 1994, Dr. Williams 
was promoted to associate (1998) and full professor (2004), also 
serving as chair of the Department of Information Systems from 
2003 to 2007. From 2007 until 2011, she served as Associate 
Dean of Student and External Affairs in the College of Business 
Administration. Since 2015, she has been chair of the Department 
of Information Technology. Throughout her career, Dr. Williams has 
earned numerous recognitions, including the NationsBank Faculty 
Development Award (1997), the W.A. and Emma Lou Crider Award 
for Excellence in Teaching (2000), and the William A. Freeman 
Professor of the Year Award (2002)—all awarded by the College 
of Business Administration. She also received the Excellence in 
Leadership Award (2007) from the former College of Information 
Technology, and the University System of Georgia named her an 
Executive Leadership Institute Scholar (2009-10). At the national 
level, Dr. Williams has twice been named a Distinguished Professor 
by the Computing Research Association for Women (2008, 2010). 
For her many distinguished contributions to the department, col-
lege, University, and profession, Dr. Susan Rebstock Williams has 
earned the title of Professor and Chair Emerita of the Department of 
Information Technology.
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Georgia Southern’s Awards for Excellence Program recognizes 
and rewards faculty for exceptional achievement and provides 
continuing opportunities for faculty development.  Recipients must 
be nominated by their colleagues or students and are selected through 
a peer review process.  Each recipient receives a summer stipend to 
continue instructional, scholarly, or service activities and to develop 
a mechanism for sharing expertise with faculty, staff, and students.
Award for Excellence in Contributions to Instruction
The Award for Excellence in Contributions to Instruction honors 
contributions to the teaching-learning process at the institutional 
level. The recipient must demonstrate excellence in the classroom and 
beyond by making contributions to the discipline and to the overall 
institutional mission.
Dr. Wendy L. Chambers, Professor, Curriculum, Foundations 
and Reading, College of Education
Dr. Christine Whitlock, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry, 
College of Science and Mathematics
Award for Excellence in Research/Creative Scholarly Activity
The Award for Excellence in Research/Creative Scholarly Activity 
recognizes faculty who excel in their research efforts in addition to 
fulfilling regular full-time teaching responsibilities.
Dr. Chad Posick, Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice and 
Crimonology, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Dr. Hani Samawi, Professor, Biostatistics, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 
Public Health
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
Award for Excellence in Contributions in Service
The Award for Excellence in Contributions in Service recognizes 
and rewards faculty who use their academic disciplines to provide 
uncompensated assistance to the community and region, as well as in 
the academic arena.
Dr. Michele McGibony, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry, 
College of Science and Mathematics
Dr. Cordelia Zinskie, Professor, Curriculum, Foundations and 
Reading, College of Education
Averitt Award
The Averitt Award is the highest honor bestowed to graduate students 
by the Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies.  Deserving students 
are nominated by graduate faculty members and a single recipient is 
selected in the categories of Excellence in Graduate Research and 
Excellence in Graduate Instruction.  Averitt Award recipients receive 
a $1000 cash prize, a unique Crystal Eagle Trophy and recognition at 
the Honor’s Day ceremony.
Georgia Southern University and the Jack N. Averitt College of 
Graduate Studies wish to congratulate the following Averitt Award 
recipients:
Excellence in Graduate Instruction
Ray Delva, M.A., English
Excellence in Graduate Research
John David Curlis, M.S., Biology
PREVIOUS HONORARY DEGREES AWARDED BY
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
The Board of Regents approves the awarding of a highly selective honorary degree, which is conferred by University System of Georgia 
institutions to recognize individuals of notable achievement in an academic field, the arts and letters, their profession or public service. Since 
1996, Georgia Southern University has been privileged to confer Honorary Doctoral Degrees to the exceptional individuals listed below.
 BETTY FOY SANDERS Doctor of Fine Arts August 11, 1996 
 THE HONORABLE CARL SANDERS Doctor of Laws August 11, 1996 
 ALLEN E. PAULSON Doctor of Science June 14, 1997
 THE HONORABLE F. EVERETT WILLIAMS Doctor of Humane Letters December 8, 1997 
 JACKIE ANDERSON STRANGE Doctor of Letters June 14, 1998 
 THE HONORABLE ARTHUR GIGNILLIAT Doctor of Humane Letters December 19, 1998 
 WILLIAM FREEMAN Doctor of Letters May 8, 1999 
 EMMA KELLY Doctor of Fine Arts May 9, 1999 
 EUGENE M. BISHOP Doctor of Letters May 13, 2000
 HALA MODDLEMOG Doctor of Letters May 5, 2007




Undergraduate students, who accomplish a high level of academic 




3.7-3.89 Magna Cum Laude
3.9-4.0 Summa Cum Laude
Students graduating with honors are distinguished at commencement 
exercises by a blue and white honor cord attached to the left shoulder 
of their gowns.  Their distinction is recognized by notation on their 
diplomas and in their academic transcripts.
NOTE: Since programs are prepared in advance of the receipt of final 
grades, the listing of candidates and honor recipients may, 
in some instances, be inaccurate.  Also, in addition to GPA, 
there are other requirements to qualify for graduation with 
honors.  After graduation and all final grades are recorded 
and all degree requirements are complete, honors are re-
calculated and will be added to diplomas and transcripts, if 
honors are achieved.
University Honors Program Scholars
The University Honors Program offers a special Honors curriculum 
to a select group of academically talented students.  In addition 
to high academic standards, the Program requires a substantial 
commitment to community service and experiential learning.  The 
diplomas of graduating University Honors Program Scholars are 
distinguished by the Honors designation. 
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The Mace
Leading the Processional of faculty and administration is the 
Macebearer, the Moderator of the Faculty Senate at Georgia 
Southern University. 
The Mace is a two-and-one-half foot shaft and sphere of cast 
Everdur Bronze and carved American walnut. This representation 
of the ceremonial symbol of office and authority was designed and 
crafted in 1988 by Thomas P. Steadman, Associate Professor of 
Art. Its angular forms and low-gloss finishes are reminiscent of the 
medieval battle mace from which the more scepter-like academic 
mace evolved.
The design of the Mace blends forms suggested by native flora of 
South Georgia. The magnolia leaves and stems encircling 
the head of the mace in a double helix symbolize Georgia 
Southern’s link with its region. A small ballast rock, found 
on the Georgia coast and traced to probable British origin, 
is embedded in the finial base of the shaft representing the 
foundation of the institution.
Regalia
The history of academic attire is also traced to the Middle 
Ages when it may have been necessary for scholars to wear 
gowns and cowls for warmth in the unheated halls of academe 
of the period. The robes and hoods have evolved as ceremonial 
garments signifying level of degree, academic field, and the awarding 
institution.
Today’s gowns for baccalaureate, master, education specialist, and 
doctoral degrees are made of a rayon blend, always black. Bachelor 
gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The gowns for 
the master and specialist degree, also worn closed, have an oblong 
sleeve with a base that hangs open at the wrist. The doctoral gowns 
have bell-shaped sleeves which may be worn open or closed. It is 
the tradition of Georgia Southern to reserve hoods for masters and 
education specialist degree candidates. These hoods are black, three 
and one-half feet long, lined with the official colors of the institution, 
and trimmed in velvet in the color of the degree field.
Caps in the form of mortarboards are made of cotton poplin or a 
similar material. The tassel is the color which reflects the degree.
The ornamental braided cord draped over the left shoulder of some 
of the baccalaureate graduates is called a fourragère. The design 
follows French military tradition and signifies special recognition of 
baccalaureate students graduating with honors.
Banners
Banners representing each of the eight Colleges and the University 
Library are displayed at Commencement.  Representation of the 
Banners signifies the colors of disciplines in the Colleges, and 
celebrates the University’s academic programs. 
                    Double Eagle
The Double Eagle Society is an incentive program 
and a joint initiative between the College of Graduate 
Studies and the Alumni Association of Georgia 
Southern. This initiative was created to recognize our 
alumni who have earned two (or more) degrees from 
Georgia Southern:  one undergraduate degree and one graduate 
degree or two graduate degrees.
THE SYMBOLS OF ACADEMIC TRADITION
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Georgia Southern University, located in Statesboro, 
Georgia, is the largest and most comprehensive 
research institution in southeast Georgia. The 
residential campus of nearly 20,500 students attracts 
the best and brightest, and is a premier choice for 
the state’s HOPE Scholars. Our students come from 
49 states and 86 countries, resulting in a vibrant 
and dynamic campus of diverse backgrounds, 
interests and talents. A member of the University 
System of Georgia, Georgia Southern is classified 
as a doctoral/research institution by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching.
The University’s hallmark is its renowned 
undergraduate experience, which emphasizes 
academic distinction and excellence in teaching, 
research and student success. We focus on students 
and what they value: a well-rounded collegiate 
atmosphere; a faculty whose first priority is 
teaching; and a safe, attractive campus environment 
that encourages learning, discovery and personal 
growth.
Georgia Southern is known for offering all of the 
benefits of a major university, but with the personal 
feel and individualized attention of a much 
smaller college. The University takes great pride 
in providing an educational environment where 
students can engage in scholarship, research and 
service to others as they prepare for lifelong success.
Our students have access to 125 degree programs 
at the baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels 
through eight colleges: the Allen E. Paulson College 
of Engineering and Information Technology, the 
College of Business Administration,  the  College 
of Education, the College of Health and Human 
Sciences, the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences, the College of Science and Mathematics, 
the Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate  Studies 
and the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health. 
Students pursue careers in education, the arts, 
business, law, fashion, medicine, government, the 
ministry and many more.
The University continues to expand graduate and 
online offerings that challenge students and meet 
growing demands. Georgia Southern is accredited 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools and has earned special accreditation from 
professional and academic associations that set 
standards in their fields.
Founded in 1906, Georgia Southern is one of the 
most beautiful campuses in the state. The University 
grounds are a greenspace treasure featuring gently 
rolling lawns, scenic ponds and soaring pines. The 
historic core of campus is the quintessential college 
portrait — Georgian-style, red-brick buildings with 
white columns surround a tree-lined circular drive 
known as Sweetheart Circle. Beyond the traditional 
Circle, contemporary buildings blend into the 
existing architecture to showcase the continuing 
growth and expansion of facilities on the 900-acre 
campus. The newest construction projects include 
a 32,000-square-foot Military Science Building, 
the  $8.5  million  Health  Services  center,  and  the 
Shooting Sports Education Center.
Georgia Southern’s location in a classic All-American 
Main Street community of approximately 30,000 
residents, is just an hour from historic Savannah. 
The University is recognized for providing a wealth 
of enriching opportunities for people of all ages. We 
extend educational opportunities to professionals, 
scholars and individuals at our off-campus center 
in Savannah and our City Campus in downtown 
Statesboro. In addition, we benefit the region and state 
through research and by providing public services 
that offer creative solutions to regional challenges.
Georgia Southern fields 17 NCAA teams with a 
storied program that has achieved national accolades 
on and off the field. In addition to six FCS national 
football championship flags flying at Allen E. Paulson 
Stadium, Georgia Southern teams and individuals 
regularly compete for conference and national honors. 
In 2014, Georgia Southern moved to the Football 
Bowl Subdivision’s Sun Belt Conference, claiming the 
Sun Belt crown in its first season in the Conference. 
In 2015, the team won the 17th GoDaddy Bowl in 
its first season of bowl eligibility. The University’s 
athletics teams include football, men’s and women’s 
basketball, baseball, volleyball, men’s and women’s 
golf, men’s and women’s tennis, indoor and outdoor 
track and field, cross country, swimming and diving, 
softball, men’s and women’s soccer and women’s rifle.
The University also has an active alumni program 
serving more than 75,000 alumni around the world. 
Some of the University’s prominent alumni include 
country music star Luke Bryan; Mike Davis, executive 
director of the  U.S.  Golf  Association  (USGA); 
Hala Moddlemog, president of the Metro Atlanta 
Chamber; and Dan Cathy, chairman, president and 
chief operating officer of Chick-fil-A.
 
For more information, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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ACADEMIC COLORS
Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
Light Blue Doctor of Education
Apricot Doctor of Nursing Practice
Royal Blue  Doctor of Philosophy 
Citron Doctor of Psychology
Light Blue Education Specialist
Drab Master of Accounting
 Master of Arts
White  English
White  History
Royal Blue  Political Science
White  Social Science
White  Spanish
Light Blue Master of Arts in Teaching
Drab  Master of Business Administration
Light Blue  Master of Education
Brown Master of Fine Arts
Pink Master of Music
Peacock Blue Master of Public Administration
 Master of Science
Copper  Applied Economics
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Computer Science
Sage Green  Kinesiology
Science Gold  Mathematics
Citron  Psychology
Sage Green  Recreation Administration
Sage Green  Sport Management
Orange Master of Science in Applied Engineering
Gold Master of Science in Applied Physical Sciences 
Apricot Master of Science in Nursing
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Salmon Pink  Doctor of Public Health
Kelly Green Master of Healthcare Administration
Salmon Pink  Master of Public Health
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Public Health
College of Business Administration
 Bachelor of Arts
Copper  Economics
Drab Bachelor of Business Administration
College of Education
Light Blue Bachelor of Science in Education
Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Information Technology
 Bachelor of Science
Science Gold  Computer Science
Orange Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Construction
Orange Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Information Technology
Orange Bachelor of Science in  
  Manufacturing Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in 
  Mechanical Engineering
College of Health and Human Sciences
 Bachelor of Science
Maroon  Child and Family Development
Maroon  Fashion Merchandising and Apparel Design
Maroon  Interior Design
Maroon  Nutrition and Food Science
Sage Green  Recreation
Sage Green  Sport Management
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology
Apricot Bachelor of Science in Nursing
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold  Anthropology
Brown  Art
Crimson  Communication Arts
White  English
White  History 
Aquamarine  International Studies
White  Modern Languages
Pink  Music
Dark Blue  Philosophy
Dark Blue  Political Science
Brown  Theatre
White  Writing and Linguistics
Brown Bachelor of Fine Arts
Gold & White Bachelor of General Studies
Pink Bachelor of Music
 Bachelor of Science
Silver  Communication Studies
Aquamarine  International Trade
Crimson  Journalism
Crimson  Multimedia Communication
Dark Blue  Political Science
Citron  Psychology
Crimson  Public Relations
White  Sociology
Orange Bachelor of Science in 
  Graphic Communications Management
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Justice Studies
College of Science and Mathematics
 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Chemistry
Science Gold  Geography
Science Gold  Geology
Science Gold  Physics and Astronomy
 Bachelor of Science
Science Gold  Geography
Science Gold  Geology
Science Gold  Mathematics
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Biology
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Mathematics
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Physics
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College of Health and Human Sciences
College of Education
College of Business Administration
Jiann-Ping College of Public Health
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 
Information Technology
College of Science and Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
ALICE H. HALL, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Ecology
ELLEN K. HAMILTON, D.N.P., Assistant Professor, Nursing
AMANDA GLAZE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Teaching and Learning
LUCAS JOHN JENSEN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Leadership, Technology and 
Human Development
WILLIAM A. AMPONSAH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Finance and Economics
WILLIAM H. WELLS, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Business Administration and 
Associate Professor, Finance and Economics
LINDA KIMSEY, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Health Policy and Management
ASHLEY D. WALKER, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Community Health Behavior 
and Education
RAMI J. HADDAD, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Electrical Engineering
SALMAN A. SIDDIQUI, Ph.D., Lecturer, Electrical Engineering
MOHAMMED ABID SHAIKH, Ph.D., AssociateProfessor, Chemistry and 
 Biochemistry
ERICA KATHLEEN SNIPES, M.S., Limited-Term Instructor, Physics
JESSICA J. BROOKS, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychology
ADRIENNE L. COHEN, Ph.D., AssistantProfessor, Sociology and Anthropology
READERS
College of Health and Human Sciences
College of Education
College of Business Administration
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 
Information Technology
College of Science and Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
BARRY A. MUNKASY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Health and Kinesiology
BRENT D. WOLFE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Ecology
KYMBERLY HARRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Teaching and Learning
NANCY AMANDA WALL, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Teaching and Learning
BRITTON A. MCKAY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Accountancy
STEPHANIE R. SIPE, J.D., Professor, Accountancy
EVANS AFRIYIE-GYAWU, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Epidemiology and 
 Environmental Health Science
JOSEPH TELFAIR, Dr.P.H., Professor and Chair, Community Health Behavior and 
Education, Chair, Environmental Health Sciences and Karl E. Peace Chair, Public 
Health
JAMES K. HARRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Computer Sciences
KEITH A. LANDRY, Ph.D., Assistant Dean, College of Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology and Assistant Professor, Civil Engineering and Construction 
Management
JAMES M. LOBUE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry
ROBERT A. YARBROUGH, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Geology and Geography
CAMERON ROCKER CLEMENTS, M.A., Limited-Term Instructor, Writing and 
Linguistics
ERIC J. KARTCHNER, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair, Foreign Languages
PEGGY J. LINDSEY, Ph.D., Lecturer, Writing and Linguistics
REED W. SMITH, Ph.D., Professor, Communication Arts
JAIMIE HEBERT, Ph.D., President
THE HONORABLE CASEY CAGLE, Lieutenant Governor of Georgia
JEAN E. BARTELS, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
TERESA E. THOMPSON, Ph.D., Vice President for Student Affairs andEnrollment 
Management
ROBERT L. WHITAKER, M.B.A., Vice President for Business and Finance





THE PLATFORM PARTY 
CONTINUED
* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY, AND CANDIDATES HAVE 
EXITED THE FIELD. 
We would like to thank the ROTC Cadets and other Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM
Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op. 39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by:  Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by:  ROBERT DUNHAM, D.M.A., Associate Professor of Music, Director
















LIEUTENANT COLONEL ERIK ANDREW KJONNEROD, M.A., Professor and 
Chair, Military Science
COLIN HARRISON, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral
English Folk Song Suite, by Ralph Vaughn Williams 
Performed by:  Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by:  ROBERT DUNHAM, D.M.A., Associate Professor of Music, Director
ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, College of Business Administration
THOMAS R. KOBALLA, JR., Ph.D., Dean, College of Education
A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, College of Health and Human Sciences 
W. BEDE MITCHELL, Ed.D., Dean, Henderson Library and University Librarian 
CURTIS E. RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
GREGORY EVANS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
MARTHA L. ABELL, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and Mathematics 
RICHARD M. FLYNN, Ph.D., Moderator, Faculty Senate 
VELMA S. BURDEN, Ed.D., Registrar
DAVID DYLAN JOHN, B.S., President, Student Government Association and Graduate
Student, Masters, Applied Engineering
*PROCESSIONAL
MACEBEARER





RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY AND 
FACULTY AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES
CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREES























 Summa Cum Laude
Darci Lynn Bell
 Summa Cum Laude
Adrian L. Bellamy
Monica Helen Bilczewski














 Magna Cum Laude
Shavon Brown
Thaddeus Caleb Brown II
Sarah Elisabeth Bruns

















































 Cum Laude 
Amber Leigh Elliott











































































Darius D. Jones, Jr.
Katlyn Marie Jones
Megan Christina Jones



















































 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Amber Aledia New
Kelsey A. Newport



















































































 Summa Cum Laude
Dale Bradshaw Usry
Adriana Beatriz Valerio
























 Summa Cum Laude
Margaret Anne Wilson
Jennifer Ann Wittick
 Magna Cum Laude
Margaret Catherine Wooditch
Taylor Brittany Wozniacki
















Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology
Kara Morgan Adams
















 Magna Cum Laude




























 Magna Cum Laude
Reynolds Edward Densmore IV


































 Summa Cum Laude
Amber Nicole Johnson
 Cum Laude




















 Magna Cum Laude
Jessica McCall
Jennifer Rose Miller






 Magna Cum Laude


















































 Summa Cum Laude




 Magna Cum Laude
Sydni Victoria Wilhoite









Cameron Leandre York  
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Hannah Brooke Agudelo










 Magna Cum Laude
Candice Cantrelle Colbert
 Cum Laude























 Magna Cum Laude
Megan Ashleigh Gilbert




 Magna Cum Laude
Jessica Marie Hansen
Duane Steven Heindel
 Summa Cum Laude
Erin Rae Hill










 Magna Cum Laude
Christian Michael Martinez
 Summa Cum Laude

























 Magna Cum Laude











 Magna Cum Laude
Kimila Ellis Wildes
Danielle Williamson
 Magna Cum Laude
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science in Education
Sara Grace Akers
Alanna Faye Anderson















 University Honors Program Scholar
Lauren D. Chafin
 Magna Cum Laude
Megan Pauline Chevalier












 Magna Cum Laude
Nneka Bernadette Dean
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Ashlei Nicole Dixon
 Magna Cum Laude
Anna L. Dowdell
 Cum Laude























 Cum Laude 
Haley Nichole Hill
Jerri Lee Hines
Jimmy Leron Hires, Jr.
Raymond Eugene Horton, Jr.
Amanda Victoria Hudson
 Summa Cum Laude
Kayleigh Dianne Hunter
 Magna Cum Laude















































 Magna Cum Laude
Katie Michelle Sachs





 Summa Cum Laude
Allison Estelle Selber






Kaitlin Mackenzie Lee Spell
 Summa Cum Laude
Hannah Elizabeth Stanfield
 Cum Laude 
Hailey M. Stevens
Ashleigh Lynn Sutton
 Magna Cum Laude
Emily Elizabeth Swedorski
Lindsey Marie Szydzik





 Magna Cum Laude


















 Summa Cum Laude
Nolan Michael Yuro




Derex S. Sango III
Clarke Brianna Sterling































James Martin Beeland III



























Kenneth Paul Breaux, Jr.
Barrett Thomas Brewster
Zachary P. Brewton





















 Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth June Campbell
 Magna Cum Laude
Taylor Deonna Campbell
Alie Shae Canady



































 Magna Cum Laude
Alexander Lewis Daniels


























 Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas Alexander Fancher
 Magna Cum Laude
Clayton James Farmer









 Magna Cum Laude
Brandon Allan Ford
Clinton Aaron Ford, Jr.
 Summa Cum Laude











 Magna Cum Laude
Tiller Emerson Gay
Aaliyah Cameron Gayfield
Michelle A. Gbadebo Great
 Summa Cum Laude















































Thomas Anthony Herrmann II
 Magna Cum Laude
Victoria Lynn Heth
Sydney Marie Hickman




















Fredrick Douglas Hudson, Jr.
Frederick Connell Hughes
Summer Marah Hughes






























Deogracias Ange Mylene K. Kabore
Devin Anthony Kalil
 Cum Laude




 Magna Cum Laude
Haley Morgan Kaylor
Jordan J. Kelleher










































 Summa Cum Laude
Keyani Louise Loftin
Philip Kitbok Long
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
















































 Magna Cum Laude
Jasmine Alyce Minor
















































 Summa Cum Laude
Natalie Lynn Orzech
Ejiroghene Ella Oteri
















Theodore Jordan Pope IV
 Magna Cum Laude
Tyler Matthew Porter
Sara Noemy Posada






 Magna Cum Laude
Lamont Arnold Priest
Troy Lewis Puckett III
David Brannen Purser
Iliya Patrick Purtell
Luke Jonas Davis Ragauskas
John Graham Raley
Derrick Scott Ramage
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Connor Garrett Ramsey




































Mitchell Edward Nicholas Rogers






















 Magna Cum Laude
John Robert Sevier
Crystele Sherri-Desiree B. Seya Shepherd
Moriah Gabrielle Sheppard
Jessica Lynn Sherrod


































Franklin Douglas St. Amand, Jr.
Jessica Lynn St. Prix
John Thomas Staton III
Trevor X. Steede
Matthew Hunter Steffner
 Magna Cum Laude
Abigail C. Stegall













John Andrew Tanner III
Ricky Chavez Taylor
 Magna Cum Laude














Robert Thomas Tuggle IV
Uwaka David Ukuku
Courtney Dana Vermilya
 Magna Cum Laude
Colton Michael Wagoner
Kimberlyn JoBeth Walker




 Magna Cum Laude
Bradley James Warren
Frederick B. Washington, Jr.
Loy Anthony Waters IV
 Magna Cum Laude
Suzanna Elizabeth Waters









































John McLemore Zent 
JIANN-PING HSU COLLEGE 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH





























 Magna Cum Laude
Amber Eunice Green






















































ALLEN E. PAULSON 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
AND INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY




 Magna Cum Laude
Charles Davis Arvey






 Magna Cum Laude
David Andrew Brown
 Magna Cum Laude
Ryan Thomas Brown
Troy Tyrone Brown, Jr.
Joshuah Michael Cook
Alyssa Marie Cowan




















 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Michael David Palmer
 Magna Cum Laude
Zachary Adam Perdoni
Andrew David Perry
 Magna Cum Laude






Kenneth Maurice Smith, Jr.
Randolph Hunter Smith
Aaron Michael Taube
David Louis Taylor, Jr.
Joshua Christian Talabucon Tierra
 University Honors Program Scholar 
Narayanan Madhu Veliyath
Neal Sebastian Wolff












 Magna Cum Laude




































 Magna Cum Laude
Conner James Schmit






 Magna Cum Laude
Michael Tyler Wilson
Nicolas Alan Woods  







 Magna Cum Laude
Tyler David Blanton





Christopher Harris de la Torre
Austin Clay Joiner
 Cum Laude
Richard George Kummer III
Deon Jermane Lucien
Haydon Cass Lynch



























































 Magna Cum Laude
Alexander Barrett Hooks
Matthew R. Hoose
Siobhan Rae Dawn Horace
Maxwell A. Howard





 Magna Cum Laude












 Magna Cum Laude
Nathanial Keith Lewis
Paul Marshall

























Charles Kenneth Shoemaker, Jr.
Uriah Tremayne Stewart
Geanna Annette Torres
 Summa Cum Laude
Joseph Rhett Vanderford
Andrew Logan Vickery











 Summa Cum Laude
Montavius Terrell Wright
Thomas Jihen Yi  

























 Summa Cum Laude
Kyle Thomas Flowers



























 Magna Cum Laude
Kobi Danton Schmitt
Jennifer Paige Shaffer
 Summa Cum Laude






















 Summa Cum Laude
  















 Summa Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Courtney M. Laube














Andrew Ross Williams 
Bachelor of Science
Matthew Leroy Anderson





Anthony S. Bush, Jr.
Jesse Alexander Carpenter
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Courtney Laurel Carter
Christina Marie Chandler
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Zachery Thomas-Kent Daniel
 Magna Cum Laude
Anne Marie Delua
 Cum Laude












































Audrianna Christina Noelle Daniels





















 Magna Cum Laude











Monique Carole Ann Kellman





Paul Jon Lascuna II













 Magna Cum Laude
Taylor Alexandria Miles
Liana Marie Milis





Obie David Myers, Jr.
Shantia Newton
Delina Tran Nguyen




 Magna Cum Laude
Oluwadamilola Olufunso Oke
 Summa Cum Laude
Danilo Jose Orellana Valladares
Bolanle Fawzia Ijeoma Osi Efa
 Cum Laude
MacKenzie Paige Payne
Frankie S. Pecoraro, Jr.
Jasmine Alexis Perry
Montana Nicole Pfeffer
Michael Lee Phillips, Jr.
 Magna Cum Laude
Taylor Elise Post
Forrest Alexander Probst







































Jimmy L. Young III
Kendall Elisabeth Zanders
Stephen Patrick Zantinga
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
Chisom Audris Agim
 Magna Cum Laude




























 University Honors Program Scholar
Cody C. Norton
Olivia F. Perdue
 Magna Cum Laude





Marvin Lewis Smith III
Sean Patrick Spurlin
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Nicholas David Steese
Cody James Stephan









 Summa Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar 
Bachelor of Science in Physics
Elizabeth Lauren Ashwood
 University Honors Program Scholar
Benjamin Reid Eller
William Andrew LePain 






 University Honors Program Scholar





 University Honors Program Scholar
Ronald Anthony Barnes, Jr.







 Summa Cum Laude
Grace Ellen-Marie Bell
Elise Ann Biegler
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Julia P. Brace
Tristan Dillon Brackin

































 Magna Cum Laude





















 Magna Cum Laude












Samantha Jamie Marie Harvey

























Colleen Ryan Tafoya Keeney
Cameron Ryan Kessler
Jacob Zean Kirkland
 Magna Cum Laude
Quintessa Patrice Knight
Allison Marie Kurtz
 Magna Cum Laude
Summer Mary Kurtz
 Cum Laude




 Summa Cum Laude

















 Summa Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Anna Louise McIntyre
Denson Kelly McLain












 Magna Cum Laude








 University Honors Program Scholar
Hannah Nicole Offenhauer
Tyler R. Ormsby





 Summa Cum Laude











Malik Ismail Ali Raymond
 Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Aleyna Sophia Rentz
 Summa Cum Laude









 Summa Cum Laude 
















 Summa Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Elliot Ryan Stone
Dillon Bernard Stuart














 Summa Cum Laude

















 Summa Cum Laude
Promiss Yvonne Yarber
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Kathleen Grace Blankenship









 Magna Cum Laude
Rashad Q. Fife














Kimberly Nicole Powell Page
Ray Leigh Pettit
 Magna Cum Laude











Hailey Elizabeth Kathryn Smith
Mariah Nichole Smith




















































































































Cory Edward James Parramore
Stephanie Nicole Power
Giada Pozzo




 Magna Cum Laude
Victoria Elizabeth Aynes Rhodes




























 Magna Cum Laude
Kelsey Diane Vaughn






























 Summa Cum Laude
Rebecca Jean Murphy
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Elizabeth Katherine Norris
Charles Edwin Patterson III
 Cum Laude
Joseph Daniel Rich
 Summa Cum Laude
Jacob Colton Sanders
 Magna Cum Laude
Michael Ursrey
 Cum Laude




































 Magna Cum Laude
Rebecca E. Burchette
 Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Retonjah Dash’e Burdette
Dimitria Rose Burkos
William Marvin Bussey, Jr.
Carolyn Louise Byl






































































 University Honors Program Scholar
Alysia Nicole Gustavsen
 Summa Cum Laude
Mikalah Marie Guyton
 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Samaria Jamila Hamilton
 Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Spencer Lynn Hancock












































 Summa Cum Laude




 Magna Cum Laude














 Summa Cum Laude
Jacob Daniel Matthews
 Magna Cum Laude


















































Jane Anne Allison Purser
Shakila L. Quimby


























 University Honors Program Scholar
Jalissa Yvette Shealey
Benjamin Tab Sheffield
Charles Ray Sheffield III
Ashton Marie Shelby
Anna Marie Smith
 Magna Cum Laude

















 Magna Cum Laude
 University Honors Program Scholar
Lauren Ashley Unruh
Mary Madison Van Buren
Yasmeen Michelle Waliaga
Sydney Catherine Walsh































Amanda Marie Zink 
Molly Barnes Young  













 Summa Cum Laude
Joy Darrielle Bonner
 Summa Cum Laude 














































Kayla Iman Mignonne Kelly













 Magna Cum Laude











 Magna Cum Laude
Brandon Deandre Levant Reid
Abigail Raquel Rodriguez

































is a non-releasable American Bald Eagle permitted to
Georgia Southern University’s 
Center for Wildlife Education 
& Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center
 
Today, Georgia Southern University acknowledges the remarkable 
achievements of our graduates and celebrates a popular and enduring 
commencement tradition with the appearance of Freedom, our 
American Bald Eagle mascot. Freedom’s flight during the singing 
of the Georgia Southern Alma Mater signifies the conclusion of the 
commencement ceremony. He serves not only as an ambassador for 
wildlife, but as an iconic reminder of the strength and majesty of 
our nation.
Freedom is a male Southern bald eagle that was found knocked 
out of the nest in Maitland, Florida. Only weeks old and appearing 
like a “brown ball of fuzz,” it was discovered that the young eagle 
had an injury to his beak and suffered from an infection. Rushed 
to the Florida Audubon Center for Birds of Prey, Freedom made 
a complete recovery from the infection, but the injury to his beak 
was permanent, preventing his release into the wild.  With the 
permission of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia 
Southern acquired Freedom in 2004. 
Through the Georgia Southern University Center for Wildlife 
Education and Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center, thousands of visitors 
young and old are embraced by the power of Freedom.  Freedom is 
one of three American Bald Eagles housed at the 18-acre sanctuary, 
located in the heart of Georgia Southern’s campus. The Center also 
contains numerous species of native raptors, reptiles and amphibians. 
 
For more information, visit:  www.GeorgiaSouthern.edu/wildlife. 
Did You Know? 
•	 The bald eagle is found only in North America.
•	 The bald eagle became the official symbol of the United States of 
America in 1782.  
•	 Georgia Southern University adopted the eagle as its symbol in 
1960. 
•	 The bald eagle owes its name to the Middle English term “balled,” 
meaning “shining white.” The adult bald eagle’s head and neck 
feathers are all white, giving it the name “balled eagle,” meaning 
“white eagle.”
•	 The bald eagle has a wingspan of 6-8 ft., and makes its home along 
coastlines and large bodies of fresh water.
•	 Eagles are mature at five years of age.  
•	 Eagles require a 25-mile hunting territory and appear to mate for 
life (can live as long as 50 years).  
•	 Forty years ago, the bald eagle was nearing extinction with just 
417 nesting pairs of the birds known in the United States.  Today, 
the bird has made a remarkable comeback and is now off the 
Endangered Species List.  
•	 In 1983, no nesting pair of eagles could be found in Georgia.  
Today, Georgia has more than 177 known nesting pairs 
throughout the state.
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